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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Rugby School (the School) fosters a community grounded in courtesy, trust, responsibility and 

respect. Digital communication and personal technology are part of modern life, but they must 

be used in ways that support learning, safeguard students and protect the dignity, privacy and 

wellbeing of others. 

The School is committed to creating a calm, respectful and purposeful environment in which 

students can learn, work, live and build positive relationships. In line with the Department for 

Education statutory guidance Mobile Phones in Schools, Rugby School operates as a mobile 

phone-free environment during the School day. As a full boarding school, the School 

recognises that students may need access to personal devices during designated periods 

outside the School day and sets out these arrangements clearly in this policy. 

The aims of this policy are to: 

•  promote safeguarding; 

•  support students’ learning, concentration and wellbeing; 

•  promote healthy patterns of communication and social interaction; 

•  protect privacy and dignity; 

•  reduce distraction during academic, co-curricular and pastoral commitments; 

•  provide clear and consistent expectations for students, staff and parents; and 

•  ensure that mobile phones and other smart technology are managed in a way that reflects 

the School’s ethos and values and boarding context. 

 

2.0 SCOPE 

2.1 This policy applies to all Rugby School students, whether on the School site, in House, on trips, 

on away fixtures, travelling under School supervision, representing the School, or otherwise 

identifiable as a member of Rugby School where conduct may affect the welfare of others or 

the reputation of the School.  Day students may bring a mobile phone to School for use when 

travelling to and from School. On arrival at School, day students must hand in mobile phones 

or store them in the designated House location, in accordance with School procedures for their 

year group.   

2.2 This policy applies to mobile phones, smart watches, tablets, camera-enabled smart glasses, 

and any other personal device with similar functionality. This includes any device capable of 

sending or receiving messages or notifications, accessing the internet, capturing, recording or 

transmitting images, recording audio or video, livestreaming, or storing digital content. 

2.3 Throughout this policy, references to mobile phones include smart technology with similar 

functionality unless specifically stated otherwise. 

2.4 All teaching staff, Matrons, House staff and those delivering co-curricular activities should read 

and understand this policy. 

2.5 This policy should be read alongside the Guidelines for Life at Rugby School, the Discipline and 

Rewards Policy, the Online Safety Policy, the Student Acceptable Use Agreement, the 

Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy and the Searches and Confiscation Policy. 
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2.6 The School will communicate this policy regularly to students, parents and staff, including at 

the start of each academic year. 

 

3.0 POLICY CONTENT 

3.1 General principles 

3.1.1 In line with the School's legal duties and Department for Education statutory guidance, the use 

of mobile phones and smart technology is prohibited during the School day unless a specific 

exception has been authorised by the School in accordance with paragraph 3.1.6. 

3.1.2 All students must comply with House and School arrangements regarding the possession, 

storage and use of personal devices. Students must use devices responsibly, courteously and 

in a manner consistent with the School’s values, safeguarding responsibilities and expectations 

regarding privacy and respect for others. 

3.1.3 All students must provide their mobile phone number to House staff for safety reasons. 

Parents should support the School’s arrangements and should avoid contacting students 

directly during the School day except where specific arrangements have been agreed through 

the House. 

3.1.4 Outside authorised access periods, students may communicate with parents and guardians 

using their School laptop or the House phone. Students whose parents are overseas may 

request additional access arrangements through their Hm. 

3.1.5 Students must comply immediately with any instruction from a member of staff concerning 

the possession, visibility, storage or use of a device. 

3.1.6  The School recognises that there may be exceptional circumstances in which a student 

requires access to a mobile phone or other smart technology, including because of a disability, 

medical condition, safeguarding need or other welfare consideration. Where appropriate, the 

School will make reasonable adjustments and agree individual arrangements. Any such 

arrangements will be authorised by the School, regularly reviewed and limited to the specific 

purpose, time and location required. 

3.2 Mobile phone-free School day 

3.2.1 For the purposes of this policy, the School day runs from breakfast until 17:00 from Monday 

to Friday (inclusive) and from breakfast until 13:00 on Saturday. This includes Chapel, 

assemblies, lessons, academic study periods, timetabled co-curricular activities (e.g. sport and 

Rugby 360), movement between commitments, break times, lunchtime, and any activity the 

School designates as part of the educational programme. The arrangements for Saturday away 

fixtures are set out in paragraph 3.7.1.  

3.2.2  Students must not access, use or display mobile phones or smart technology with similar 

functionality during the School day. 

3.2.3 Mobile phones and smart technology must not be accessed, used or visible outside of the 

School day at activities where a calm, respectful and purposeful environment is being created 

in which students can learn, work, live and build positive relationships e.g. rehearsals, lectures, 

concerts, performances, evening clinics, society meetings or other similar activities.  
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3.2.4 As a full boarding school, Rugby School may permit access to mobile phones and other 

personal devices outside the School day at designated times and subject to year-group, House 

and individual arrangements. These arrangements are set out in Schedule 1 and may be 

updated periodically. 

3.2.5 Mobile phones and other smart technology must not be visible at mealtimes or whilst moving 

around campus at any time.  

3.3 Middle School arrangements 

3.3.1 Middle School students may bring mobile phones to School only in accordance with the access 

arrangements set out in Schedule 1. House staff will store devices outside the permitted access 

periods. Students should not carry a mobile phone on their person during the School day. 

3.3.2 Middle School students are not permitted to have tablets, smart watches, camera-enabled 

smart glasses or other devices with similar functionality at School unless an individual 

exception has been authorised by the Principal Deputy Head for a specific reason. 

3.3.3 Mobile phones must not be taken to School activities including sport, Rugby 360 activities, 

rehearsals, societies or other organised commitments unless specifically authorised by the 

member of staff in charge. 

3.4 Upper School arrangements 

3.4.1 Upper School students may bring mobile phones to School, but these must be left in House 

during the School day (see 3.2 above). Students should not carry a mobile phone on their 

person during the School day. Upper School students have wider access to mobile phones and 

tablets outside the School day. These privileges are conditional on responsible conduct and 

may be withdrawn where academic performance, behaviour, wellbeing or safeguarding 

concerns arise. 

3.4.2 Mobile phones and other smart technology must not be used in the Temple Reading Room, 

Collingwood Centre High Focus Room or any other area designated as a phone-free study 

space at any time.  

3.4.3 LXX must hand in mobile phones and tablets at bedtime. House teams may impose additional 

restrictions on any student where necessary, reasonable, or proportionate. 

3.5 Day student arrangements 

3.5.1  Day students may bring a mobile phone to School for use when travelling to and from School. 

However, mobile phones and other smart technology remain subject to all provisions of this 

policy. 

3.5.2  On arrival at School, day students must hand in their mobile phones and store them in the 

designated House location, in accordance with School procedures for their year group. They 

must not access, use or display them during the School day unless a specific exception has 

been authorised in accordance with paragraph 3.1.6. 

3.5.3  Day students may access their mobile phones only after the end of the School day (see 3.2.1), 

once their official School commitments have concluded and they are leaving the School site, 

unless alternative arrangements have been approved by the House team. 

 

 



Rugby School Mobile Phones, Smart Technology and Electronic Devices Policy - Advent 2026 

 

 
 

Version 1, 2026 5 Rugby School 
 

3.6 Tablets, smart watches, camera-enabled smart glasses and wearable technology 

3.6.1 Tablets are not permitted for Middle School students. Upper School students wishing to bring 

a tablet to School must inform their Hm. 

3.6.2 Smart watches, camera-enabled smart glasses and wearable technology with mobile-phone-

like functionality are subject to this policy. The School may restrict, confiscate or prohibit any 

device capable of messaging, receiving notifications, internet access, photography, video 

recording or audio recording where this undermines the aims of the policy. 

3.7 Away sports fixtures, trips and journeys 

3.7.1  On Saturdays, students in D Block and above may be permitted to carry and use a mobile 

phone when travelling to and from an away sports fixture. This arrangement applies only to 

away fixtures and does not apply to students remaining at School. Students remaining at 

School must not access, use or display mobile phones until the School day and all official 

School commitments have concluded. 

Mobile phones must not be accessed, used, or visible whilst representing the School at the 

fixture venue or during any post-match function, unless a member of staff has given specific 

permission for a particular purpose. Any misuse of a mobile phone in connection with an away 

fixture will result in this privilege being withdrawn. 

3.7.2 Middle School students are not normally permitted to take mobile phones on term-time trips. 

Exceptions may be approved where there is a clear safety or communication need, including 

some trips outside term time or overseas visits. The Deputy Head (Co-curricular) and the 

Educational Visits Co-ordinator must approve any exception. 

3.7.3  Upper School students may be permitted to take a mobile phone on term-time trips where 

this supports safety, communication and appropriate use during journeys. However, mobile 

phones must not be accessed, used or visible during educational activities, visits, tours, 

performances, presentations, organised group activities, meals or other commitments where 

students are representing the School, unless specific permission has been given by the lead 

member of staff in accordance with arrangements agreed with the Deputy Head (Co-

curricular) and the Educational Visits Co-ordinator.  

3.7.4 Day students may only take their mobile phone on an away fixture or school trip if they are 

going home directly from the venue.  This is an exception and must be agreed in advance with 

the House team and the member of staff leading the fixture or trip, following direct 

communication from a parent.   

3.7.5  The member of staff in charge of a fixture, visit, trip or journey may impose additional 

restrictions or collection arrangements where necessary, reasonable or proportionate. 

3.8 No Permission? No Recording. 

3.8.1 Students should assume that recording, photographing, livestreaming, sharing, forwarding, 

editing or manipulating an image, voice note or video of another person is prohibited unless 

clear permission has been given and the context is appropriate. 

3.8.2 This expectation applies at all times, whether on or off site, and includes sharing or forwarding 

images or recordings to others on social media, messaging platforms or by any other digital 

means. It includes photographs, video recordings, audio recordings, screenshots, screen 

recordings, livestreams and AI-generated or AI-manipulated images or recordings. 
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3.8.3 In some circumstances, the creation, possession or sharing of material may be unlawful. The 

School may involve the police, children’s social care or other external agencies where 

appropriate. 

3.9 Sanctions and escalation 

3.9.1 Students who use a device contrary to this policy may have it confiscated immediately. The 

device will normally be kept by the Hm or another authorised member of staff. Parents will 

normally be informed of significant or repeated breaches. 

3.9.2 Sanctions may include confiscation, loss of device privileges, House sanctions, School 

sanctions, Saturday Detention, Sunday Study where work has been affected, School Gation, 

Restricted Access, Rustication, Warning, Final Warning, Required Removal or Permanent 

Exclusion, depending on the seriousness and context of the breach. 

3.9.3 The School will escalate its response where behaviour is repeated, dishonest, affects learning, 

breaches privacy, involves bullying, harassment, discrimination, harmful sexual behaviour, 

image-sharing, safeguarding concerns or conduct that may be unlawful. 

3.9.4 All incidents will be considered on their individual merits. The School will consider age, 

context, vulnerability, intent, impact, SEND, safeguarding concerns, repetition, and any 

evidence of coercion, pressure, exploitation, or power imbalance. 

3.10 Searching, examination and confiscation of devices 

3.10.1 The School may confiscate, retain, examine or search devices in accordance with applicable 

law, Department for Education guidance, the Discipline and Rewards Policy  and the School’s 

Searches and Confiscation Policy. 

3.10.2 If a device may contain material connected with a safeguarding concern, a serious breach of 

School rules or a possible criminal offence, it should be handed to an appropriate senior 

member of staff. Staff must not intentionally view, copy, forward, save, print or share 

suspected nude or semi-nude images of children. Staff must refer such concerns immediately 

to the DSL or, in their absence, the DDSL. 

3.10.3 The School will take reasonable care of confiscated devices but students bring personal devices 

to School at their own risk. The School does not accept responsibility for loss, theft or damage 

except where required by law. 

3.11 Examinations and assessments 

3.11.1 Students must comply with all School and awarding-body regulations regarding electronic 

devices in examinations, assessments and controlled conditions. Possession of an 

unauthorised device in an examination or assessment may constitute malpractice and will be 

reported to the relevant awarding body. 

3.12 Role of parents 

3.12.1 Parents are encouraged to reinforce and discuss this policy at home as appropriate, including 

the risks associated with mobile phone use and the benefits of a mobile phone-free 

environment. 

3.12.2 Parents should avoid contacting students directly during the School day except where specific 

arrangements have been agreed through the House. Where parents need to contact their child 
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during the School day, they should contact the relevant House or the School Office so that 

messages can be relayed appropriately. 

3.12.3 Parents should raise any requests for exceptional access, including medical, disability, 

safeguarding or family circumstances, with the relevant Hm in the first instance. 

3.13 Role of staff 

3.13.1 All staff should consistently enforce this policy and should challenge or report breaches in line 

with School expectations. 

3.13.2 Staff should not use their own mobile phone for personal reasons in front of students during 

the School day. There may be occasions where staff use a mobile phone or similar device for 

operational, educational, safeguarding, medical or security reasons e.g. to issue rewards or 

sanctions, take a CO or use multi-factor authentication, but such use should be purposeful and 

consistent with the aims of this policy. 

3.13.3 Staff leading lessons, co-curricular activities, fixtures, visits, journeys or House activities should 

make expectations clear and may impose additional collection, storage or restriction 

arrangements where necessary, reasonable and proportionate. 

3.14 Records and review 

3.14.1 Significant or repeated breaches of this policy will be recorded in accordance with the 

Discipline and Rewards Policy, the Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy and the School’s 

Data Protection Policy and Information and Records Retention Policy. 

3.14.2 The School will keep this policy under review, including through pastoral, safeguarding and 

behaviour data, student feedback, parental communication and changes in statutory 

guidance. 

 

4.0 POLICY OWNER 

The Mobile Phones, Smart Technology & Electronic Devices Policy is managed by the Principal Deputy 

Head, overseen by the Head Master and the Senior Management Team (SMT) and monitored by the 

Governing Body (SPWC).  

 

5.0 RELATED POLICIES AND GUIDANCE 

5.1 Legislation and statutory guidance 

•  Department for Education, Mobile Phones in Schools (statutory guidance, effective from 1 

September 2026) 

•  Department for Education, Keeping Children Safe in Education (September 2026) 

•  Department for Education, Behaviour in Schools 

•  Department for Education, Searching, Screening and Confiscation (July 2022)  

•  Education and Inspections Act 2006 

•  Education Act 1996 

•  Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014 
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•  Equality Act 2010 

•  Data Protection Act 2018, UK GDPR and the Data (Use and Access) Act 2025 

5.2 Rugby School policies 

•  Guidelines for Life at Rugby School 

•  Discipline and Rewards Policy 

•  Online Safety Policy 

•  Student Acceptable Use Agreement 

•  Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy 

•  Searches and Confiscation Policy 

•  Counter-bullying Policy 

•  Data Protection Policy 

•  Information and Records Retention Policy 

•  Permanent Exclusion and Required Removal Policy 

•  Educational Visits Policy 

•  Standard Terms and Conditions (Parent Contract) 

 

6.0 FURTHER INFORMATION 

Questions about this policy should be directed in the first instance to the relevant Hm.  

Matters relating to safeguarding should be referred to the DSL.  

Matters relating to policy interpretation, serious sanctions or exceptional access arrangements should 

be referred to the Principal Deputy Head. 

 

Reviewed/ratified by Date 

 

Student Pastoral Welfare Committee 

 

August 2026 
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SCHEDULE 1: Mobile Phone Access Arrangements 2026–27 

This schedule may be reviewed and updated annually without altering the underlying policy principles. 

House-specific arrangements must be consistent with this policy unless authorised by the Principal 

Deputy Head. 

 

Middle School 

Year group Term Access arrangements 

F Block Advent Tuesday and Thursday: 18:00–18:30* 
Sunday: after brunch until 13:00 

F Block Lent Tuesday and Thursday: 18:00–18:30* 
Sunday: after brunch until 15:30 

F Block Trinity Tuesday and Thursday: 18:00–18:30* 
Sunday: after brunch until supper 

E Block All terms Tuesday and Thursday: after 17:00 until supper 
Saturday: after lunch until bedtime (but not until at/after 
fixtures) 
Sunday: after brunch until supper 

D Block All terms Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: after 17:00 until supper 
Saturday: after lunch until bedtime (but not at fixtures) 
Sunday: after brunch until supper 

*F Block day students do not have access to mobile phones during the 18:00-18:30 period. Students 

may collect phones when leaving School for home.  

Phones must not be visible at meals or around campus. 

Phones must not be taken to School activities after the School day (17:00) unless authorised. 

 

Upper School 

Year group Arrangements 

LXX Monday - Friday: after 17:00 until bedtime 
Saturday: after lunch until bedtime (but not at fixtures) 
Sunday: after brunch until bedtime 

Phones and tablets must be handed in at bedtime. 

XX Monday - Friday: after 17:00 until breakfast the following 
morning 
Saturday: after lunch (but not at fixtures) 
Sunday: all day until breakfast on Monday morning 

Phones must not be visible at meals or around campus. 

Phones must not be taken to School activities after the School day (17:00) unless authorised. 

Phones must not be used in the TRR or CC working areas. 

 

Day students 

Day students must follow the same access arrangements as boarders in their year group, except for 

the F Block (see * above).  Mobile phones must be handed in or stored in the designated House 

location during the School day and may be accessed only after the School day and all official School 

commitments have concluded, unless a specific exception has been authorised by the School. 
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SCHEDULE 2: Device Breaches and Indicative Sanctions 

 

Offence Indicative first response Second offence Subsequent/serious 
offences 

Failure to hand in mobile 
phone & devices at the 
required time 

Middle School: 
immediate confiscation 
for one day or the 

appropriate 24-hour 
period 

Upper School: 
immediate confiscation 
for a proportionate 
period (usually three 
days) determined by 

House staff unless 
required for School work, 

in which case restricted 
access may be applied 

Confiscation period 
doubled. Parents 
informed. 

Confiscation for one 
week and Saturday 
Detention. Parents 

informed.  

Handing in a fake or second 
device 

Confiscation of the 
genuine device for one 
week. The fake device 
will be retained by the 
Hm and returned to 
parents at the next 
suitable opportunity. 
Parents informed. 

Confiscation period 
doubled. Parents 
informed. 

Meeting with the 
Deputy Head (Pastoral) 
who will determine the 
appropriate School 
sanction. Parents 
informed. 

Possession of prohibited 
device by a Middle School 
student, including tablet, 
smart watch or equivalent 
technology 

Device confiscated and 
returned to parents at 
the next available 
opportunity. Parents 
informed. 

Further 
confiscation and 
loss of access 
privileges. Parents 
informed. 

Meeting with the 
Deputy Head (Pastoral) 
and School sanction. 
Parents informed. 

Dishonesty regarding 
possession of a device, 
including falsely claiming not 
to have a mobile phone or 
presenting a second device 

Immediate confiscation 
of all devices for three 
days. Parents informed. 

Further 
confiscation and 
loss of access 
privileges. Parents 
informed. 

Meeting with the 
Deputy Head (Pastoral) 
and School sanction. 
Parents informed. 

Recording, photographing, 
livestreaming, sharing or 
forwarding material without 
permission 

Confiscation and 
investigation. Sanction 
determined by 
seriousness, context and 
impact. Parents 
informed. 

Escalated sanction 
and possible loss 
of device 
privileges. Parents 
informed. 

Meeting with the 
Principal Deputy Head 
and School sanction 
which could include 
Permanent Exclusion or 
Required Removal. May 
be treated as serious 
misconduct and may 
involve DSL, police or 
external agencies where 
appropriate. Parents 
informed. 

 


