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13+ MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP FOR ENTRY IN SEPTEMBER 2024 
 

THE CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATION FORMS AND BURSARY AUGMENTATION IS  
FRIDAY 5 JANUARY 2024 

 
 

The Music assessments will take place during the week beginning Monday 22 January 2024. 
 
 
 
Guidance 
 

• For the 13+ Music Scholarship it would be normally expected that a candidate would demonstrate 
ability on their principal instrument at approximately Grade 5/6 standard, though it is not 
mandatory for candidates to have passed an examination at this level. 
 

• We are looking for musical potential and commitment, candidates are advised to perform music 
that they are comfortable with - more credit is given for an outstanding performance of a piece of 
reasonable difficulty than for a mediocre performance of a very difficult piece. 

 
• Candidates who play one instrument only are encouraged to apply. 

 
• We place considerable emphasis on singing in the department and it is possible for a scholarship to 

be awarded to a candidate who only offers voice. 
 

• An accompanist will be available for the scholarships, though candidates are very welcome to bring 
their own pianist if they prefer. All accompaniment parts must be provided by the candidate. 

 
• Before submitting their application, candidates are encouraged to meet the Director of Music for 

an informal discussion and also to experience taster lessons with the vocal/instrumental teachers. 
This is an ideal opportunity to talk about aspects of music at Rugby School and for the candidates 
to meet some of the music staff who will be involved in the Scholarship audition. 

 
• To arrange an opportunity for a pre-application visit to the department or for general enquiries 

please call 01788 556274. 
 
 
Application 
 

• Parents of intending candidates should fill in a 13+ Music Scholarship Application Form and should 
return it to the Admissions Registrar, The Admissions office, Temple House, 1 Barby Road, Rugby, 
CV22 5DW by Friday 5 January 2024. 
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• You should also submit, along with the Application Form, a report from each of the candidates 
individual instrumental/singing teachers with information about their musical ability and 
experience. 

 
Audition 
 

• Performance: candidates should prepare two contrasting pieces on their principal 
instrument/voice and, if applicable, one piece on another instrument(s)/voice. Rehearsal time with 
the accompanist will be provided prior to the audition. 

  
• Sight reading: a short test on an instrument, or instruments, of their choice. 

 
• Aural tests: these will include pitch and interval recognition, melodic and rhythmic memory, sight 

singing, musical and historical understanding. 
 

• Discussion: an opportunity for candidates to talk about their musical interests and experience. 
Candidates are welcome to bring along any evidence of their musical activities, although this is not 
required. If a candidate composes, they are strongly encouraged to bring any work they have. 

 
 
 
Expectations 
 

• All awards are conditional upon the academic entrance requirements of Rugby being met.  All 
award holders must take the Music Option in the F block within the academic timetable and choose 
Music as an option for GCSE.  They are also able to select music as an additional option to give 
more time for music lessons and practice.  
 

• Awards are regularly reviewed and are conditional upon satisfactory progress and attitude being 
maintained. 
 

• Involvement in an ensemble of like-minded musicians is one of life’s great experiences and 
pleasures.  Music Scholars are expected to make the most of the musical opportunities offered,  
take part in a variety of musical groups, and will be expected to perform regularly in public as 
required by the Director of Music 

 
 
Musical life 
 
The Music Department offers its Scholars support and access to a range of activities designed to develop 
and extend their experience and skills.  
 

• Music Scholars are given extra tutorials by members of the Music Department to support and 
encourage their musical development. 

 
• Music Scholars will have the opportunity to attend and participate in workshops and masterclasses 

by visiting professional musicians. 
 

• Music Scholars have free music lessons (unless otherwise specified) and may be offered free singing 
lessons.  They are encouraged to try out other instruments of their choice.  We cater for all levels of 
ability, from beginner to post-diploma performers in a wide range of instruments. 
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Award and Augmentation 
 
The value of a Scholarship award is a fee concession of 5% which parents or legal guardians of the 
awardee may elect to accept. More than one Scholarship can be awarded to a candidate although the 
total fee reduction available is limited to 5%. The level of fee concession provided can be augmented by 
bursary support up to 100% of the boarding or day fees subject to means assessment. To access bursary 
support a Confidential Statement of Financial Circumstances must be completed and should be 
submitted to the Bursar before the examination closing date.  Completed bursary applications received 
after the closing date will not be assessed until after the result of a scholarship application is known and 
any bursary award may not then be offered at the time of joining the School. We are not able to provide 
an indication of the amount of financial assistance that may be available until the Registration Form has 
been completed and returned to the Admissions Office, together with payment of the Registration Fee.  
Bursary application forms are obtainable from The Bursary, Rugby School, 10 Little Church Street, Rugby, 
CV21 3AW (email: funding@rugbyschool.net ).  Additionally, at the Head Master’s discretion, exceptional 
awards with a fee concession which may be greater than 5% can be made where, during the assessment 
process, we identify exceptional potential.                                     
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